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Congressional Actions Relating to a Joint Committee on
Foreimm Intelligence

, ACTXON 1956 - 1960

1. The Senate Rules Commlttee reported favorably on Senate Cor .

Res. 2, proposing & Joint Committee, with Benator Hayden filing a =ity
view. The Comnittee report is Attaciment ¥o. 1. Therse wes conside:r i:le
debate on the Senate floor, Attachment No. 2, concerning the resoluiZm
and ultimately it was defeated by & roll call vote of 59 to 27. 1 aough
the resolution had 35 co-sponsors; on the final vote ten of the coetponsors
voted agsinst the creation of the Joint Committee. It is t0 be notcd that
Sanator Mansfield 4414 not introduce similar messures in either the {5:h or

the 86th Congress.

2, In the 85th Gongress, 22 messures wers introduced (one in tha
Senate and 21 in the House of Represenmtatives) similar to Senete Cor . Res. 2
of the Sith Congress. However, none of these measures was reporisd sit of
Coumittee and, consequently, no floor debate was held. A listing or these
bills indicating the sponsors thereof is ettached as Attachment MNo. 3.

3. In the 86th Congress, 21 measurss ware introduced similar o
Benate Con. Res. 2 of the 8Shth Congress, one in the Senste and 20 ir the
House of Representatives. A listing is attached as Attachment Fo. {.

4, Early in the first ssssion of the 86th Congress, pressire
developed on the Eouse Rules Comaittee to report cut favorably s wecsire
for a Joint Committee on Intelligence. Eventually s CIA Subcomxittc: of
House Armed Services was reconstituted. It was stated to be the pwsoise of
+he subcemmittes that it would undertake a detailed and thorough renizv
of the Agency. This new subcommittec wms put under the chalrmanashiy »>f

Paul J. Kilday.

5. There was no formal action teken in the first sesaion of ti= S56th
Congress on say of the measwres for e Joint Committee, However, in :ie
second session, it was reported in the press on May 13, 1960 thet 1
Bouse Rules Comnittee hed considered action on the numerous resclutioas
pending btefore it for a Joint Committee on Intelligence but decided =3 take
ne action "vecguse the time to consider tham seemed impropltious.”
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There has been a marked inerease over the years in the nmumbe: of
sppearances that Agency representatives huve made before congressione
comuittees., The significant turning point appesrs to have been the aivent
of Sputnik I in Kovember 1957. In prior years, Agency sppesrance: hee
run 8-10 per year and for the last three years, the uumber of appcersies
are as indlcated below:

1958 21
1959 28
1960 18

The specific committees before which Agency representatives appeas-ed :iring
these threa years is attached as Attachment No. 5.

There has been little ocezsion for the Central Intelligence Agen -y
to seek gmendments to the National Security Act of 1547 which establi ted
the Agency, and the enabling act, P. L. 110 of 1549. On several occs-ions
legislative action was regquested through the Armed Bervices Commiitee
for example, making statutory provision for the pesition of Deputy Di-sctor
of Central Intelligence snd autherizing the President to appoint the
Deputy Director from among the ocoumissioned officers of the armed ser-ices,
On a number of occasions legislation of Govermment-wide applicabiity
bas been processed with the Agency ueking specific repragsentations wi-:
respect to its needs to the approprinte committees. On other occusics
legislative needs of the Agency hava been met through proposed legisl.:tion
handled in commitiees other than Ared Services) fur exsmpls, amendme !s
to the Atomic BEnergy Act of 1954 to permit agencies other then AEC to
transnit restricted data to foreign countriee. In this cese, of cour:,
the legislation was referred to the Joint Committee on Atomic Energy.

Atts - 5
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